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kind ? or can we say that, having realized inductively
the laws of the succession of material events, we
have entered the innermost shrine of nature's sanc-
tuary, and learned her sublimest lessons ? When we
gaze into the starry vast, and see worlds and systems
all distributed into beauteous array, and performing
their harmonious evolutions, do we think of no-
thing but the laws of mechanics, and read no glory
there but that of Newton and Laplace ? When
we see the endless forms of perfect symmetry, and
hues of varied colouring, so profusely displayed in
the vegetable kingdom, do we think of nothing
but chemical processes, and admire nothing but
the sagacity of Linnaeus? Does the complicated
machinery of the animal frame suggest nought
but animal mechanics, and point us to nothing
but the genius pf a Hunter or a Cuvier ? To the
logical understanding, nature, I grant, may present
.nought but facts, which have to bo classified,
arranged, or drawn out into laws ; but to the higher
reason and the moral sensibility it is far other-
wise. To them nature expresses a higher order of
truth, and speaks a celestial language: and as well
may we deny the law of gravitation, or the prin-
ciples of the reflexion or refraction of light, or any
other established truth in pliysics, as deny that every
form which nature presents expresses an idea, that
every symmetrical arrangement of parts declares an
end and a design; or deny that the \\hole combined,
work aesthetically and morally upon the human soul.
Let me take an illustration of tlw truth: